WORLD POWER OR DOWNFALL

this point is. The complicity of French West Africa (Dakar) in the
German war effort after 194.0 was an object lesson to the same
effect. These negative conditions are unlikely to be fulfilled with-
out positive assets to support them. Britain cannot count on those
decidedly friendly neutral territories all round the Atlantic unless
she herself, and her associates in the British Empire, are them-
selves firmly ensconced around that ocean. An Atlantic empire,
then, is the minimum basis of the world power that Britain needs.

A British Empire confined to the North Atlantic is a possible
strategic conception. It is intriguing to imagine what might have
happened if England had concentrated her imperial energy upon
this in past centuries. But it does not meet the case to-day, not
only because we cannot write off history and abandon the rest of
the Empire as if it had never been, but also because we cannot
write off geography and forget that the Atlantic is accessible to
Europe from the south as well as the north-east.

The so-called neck of the Atlantic, which divides the northern
from the southern ocean, is not a narrow strait. It is a thousand
miles across. True, it is a natural highway for inter-continental air
transport, and a natural hunting ground for submarines or sur-
face raiders which must seek their prey where the mathematical
chances of finding it are highest. But it is not a defensible line.
It is an open door for a Power dominating the northern ocean to
penetrate into the southern ocean, or vice versa. Command of the
North Atlantic and the western coasts of Europe would be a hollow
boast if a rival Great Power dominated the South Atlantic and
the western coasts of Africa or the eastern coasts of South America.
The Monroe Doctrine protects the South American side, but
American naval power alone, with two oceans to care for, is
scarcely more .capable now than it was in the days of President
Monroe, or at any time in the nineteenth century, of guaranteeing
the security of South America without the aid of British power
throughout the Atlantic Oceans. Britain's Monroe Doctrine is
'hands off Africa'.

In the war of 1914, German East and German South-West
Africa had to be cleaned up before the British naval position in the
South Atlantic and the South Indian Ocean could be assured.
In the war of 1939, Italian East Africa and (after the defection of
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